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1. Have you ever found yourself treating your relationship with God more like a list of responsibilities than a relationship? What did that look like in your life? 

2. Where do you see the temptation to earn God's approval through your behavior, service, or spiritual performance rather than receiving His grace? 


3. Kolleen shared that she often worried about disappointing God or making Him look bad. Have you ever felt that pressure? How did it affect your faith journey? 

4. In what ways can self-righteousness show up subtly—through comparison, judgment, people-pleasing, or trying to control outcomes? Which of these do you relate to most? 


5. Have you ever said "yes" to something out of obligation or fear rather than genuine love and obedience? What was the result? 

6.  What is the difference between living for God's approval and living from the identity and approval you already have in Christ? How does that change the way you approach your faith?


7. Have you ever found yourself saying "yes" to people because you feared disappointing them? How did that affect your relationship with God, your peace, or the boundaries He may have been asking you to maintain? 

8. Comparison and moral superiority can be subtle. In what ways have you caught yourself measuring your faith, choices, or spiritual practices against someone else's? What did that reveal about your heart? 


9. Have there been times when you focused more on doing the "right" things than on cultivating a relationship with God? How can we tell when rule-keeping has begun to replace relationship? 

10. When obedience to God feels costly, inconvenient, or goes unnoticed by others, what attitudes tend to surface in you—trust, resentment, frustration, self-reliance, or something else? What do those responses reveal about where your identity is rooted?


11. When you think about your relationship with God, do you ever find yourself believing that your good behavior, spiritual disciplines, or service make Him more pleased with you? Why do you think that belief is so easy to fall into? 

12. The older brother in the Prodigal Son story missed the Father's heart because he was focused on what he had done right. Have there been times when comparison, judgment, or a sense of fairness kept you from fully experiencing God's love and grace? 


13. Ephesians 2:8–9 says that we are saved by grace, not by works. What is the difference between serving God out of gratitude for His grace and serving Him to earn His approval? How can you tell which motivation is driving you? 


14. What lies about your worth, acceptance, or standing with God does the truth of God's grace challenge? How might your relationship with Him change if you truly believed that His love and acceptance could never be earned—only received?
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